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Each module has accelerometer. In this example,
sequencing is angle dependent {two axis
accelerometer needed), as modules are
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Each module has accelerometer. In this example,
sequencing is angle dependent {two axis
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1
POSITION DEPENDENT ELECTRONIC
POWER SEQUENCING

FIELD

Embodiments described herein generally relate to power
sequencing of electronic modules depending on their respec-
tive positions.

BACKGROUND

Complex systems, such as medical imaging systems
including positron emission tomography (PET) systems, may
include multiple subsystems, or modules, that if powered
simultaneously can cause significant inrush current in the
system power supply. Without sequencing such inrush cur-
rents may cause power fluctuations that may lead to the reset-
ting of some of the modules.

To avoid large inrush currents, power to system modules
can be sequenced. For example, system modules can be
sequenced according to their physical location by addressing
an appropriate slot in a system backplane. However, such
addressing is not always possible in systems without back-
planes and with only a limited number of pins for configura-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more complete appreciation of the invention and many of
the attendant advantages thereof will be readily obtained as
the same becomes better understood by reference to the fol-
lowing detailed description when considered in connection
with the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a PET system according to
exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 21is aplan view of electronic detector modules accord-
ing to exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 isablock diagram of a detector module according to
exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a power sequencing circuit
according to exemplary embodiments of the present disclo-
sure; and

FIG. 5 is an algorithmic flowchart of a power sequencing
method according to exemplary embodiments of the present
disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

In certain exemplary embodiments a power sequencing
circuit, including an accelerometer, is attached to electronic
detector modules of an imaging system, such as a PET imag-
ing system, in order to determine a power sequencing of the
electronic detector modules based on their respective posi-
tions.

According to an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure, an electronic detector module includes an array of
detection crystals that emits light in response to electromag-
netic radiation, and at least one detector that detects the light
emitted by the crystal array and that generates an output based
on the light detected. The electronic detector module also
includes a power sequencing circuit including an accelerom-
eter that detects a position of the electronic detector module,
and a control circuit that provides power to the electronic
detector module based on the position.
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In another exemplary embodiment, the accelerometer of
the power sequencing circuit detects the position of the elec-
tronic detector module relative to a gravity vector of the
Earth’s gravity.

In another exemplary embodiment, the control circuit of
the power sequencing circuit determines unique position
information for the electronic detector module based on the
position detected by the accelerometer.

In another exemplary embodiment, the control circuit of
the power sequencing circuit determines the unique position
information as two dimensional coordinates relative to the
gravity vector and another axis normal thereto.

In another exemplary embodiment, the control circuit of
the power sequencing circuit determines the unique position
information as an angle relative to the gravity vector.

In another exemplary embodiment, the control circuit of
the power sequencing circuit further includes an electronic
memory to store a table relating positions to power states of
the electronic detector module, and the control circuit deter-
mines whether to power the electronic detector module by
comparing the unique position information to positions
stored in the table.

In another exemplary embodiment, the power sequencing
circuit further includes a switch to connect the electronic
detector module to a power source under control of the con-
trol circuit.

In a further exemplary embodiment, a medical imaging
system includes a plurality of electronic detector modules
that detect electromagnetic radiation emitted from a subject
under test, and a plurality of power sequencing circuits, each
mounted on a respective one of the electronic detector mod-
ules. Each power sequencing circuit includes an accelerom-
eter that detects a position of the electronic detector module,
and a control circuit that provides power to the electronic
detector module based on the position. The medical imaging
system also includes a circuit that processes and stores out-
puts of the electronic detector modules.

In another exemplary embodiment in each of the power
sequencing circuits of the medical imaging system, the accel-
erometer detects the position relative to a gravity vector of
Earth’s gravity.

In another exemplary embodiment, in each of the power
sequencing circuits, the control circuit determines unique
position information for the respective one of the electronic
detector modules based on the position detected by the accel-
erometer.

In another exemplary embodiment, in each of the power
sequencing circuits, the control circuit determines the unique
position information as two dimensional coordinates relative
to the gravity vector and another axis normal thereto.

In another exemplary embodiment, in each of the power
sequencing circuits, the control circuit determines the unique
position information as an angle relative to the gravity vector.

In another exemplary embodiment, in each of the power
sequencing circuits, the control circuit further includes an
electronic memory to store a table relating positions to power
states of electronic detector modules, and the control circuit
determines whether to power the respective one of the elec-
tronic detector modules by comparing the unique position
information to positions stored in the table.

In another exemplary embodiment, each power sequencing
circuit in the medical imaging system further includes a
switch to connect the respective one of the electronic detector
modules to a power supply of the medical imaging system
under control of the control circuit.

In another exemplary embodiment, in each of the power
sequencing circuits, the control circuit determines whether to
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supply power to the respective one of the electronic detector
modules independent of the control circuit.

In another exemplary embodiment, the electronic detector
modules of the medical imaging system are connected to the
control circuit without a backplane of addressable connection
slots.

In another exemplary embodiment, each electronic detec-
tor module of the medical imaging system further includes a
crystal array that generates light in response to the electro-
magnetic radiation, and a plurality of photomultiplier tubes
that generate detection signals in response to the light emitted
by the crystal array.

In another exemplary embodiment, the medical imaging
system is a positron emission tomography (PET) system, and
the electromagnetic radiation includes gamma rays.

In another exemplary embodiment, the power sequencing
circuits of the medical imaging system cause a subset of
electronic detector modules to be powered in order to limit
inrush current demands on a power supply of the medical
imaging system.

In another exemplary embodiment, a power sequencing
method in a medical imaging system includes determining
positions of a plurality of electronic detector modules with
respect to a gravity vector of Earth’s gravity, where each of
the plurality of electronic detector modules including an
accelerometer to determine a respective one of the positions.
The method also includes comparing the positions to posi-
tions in a table of positions, and limiting inrush current
demands on a power supply of the medical imaging system by
powering a subset of the plurality of electronic detectors
based on the comparison of the positions with the positions in
the table of positions.

Referring now to the drawings, wherein like reference
numerals designate identical or corresponding parts through-
out the several views, FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a medical
imaging system, such as a PET system, according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present disclosure. The PET system
of FIG. 1 includes several electronic detector modules 109-
113, each connected to a central processing circuit (CPU) 101
via processing circuitry 104-108. For example, electronic
detector module 109 is connected to processing circuit 104,
which is connected to the CPU 101. Although FIG. 1 illus-
trates the PET system as having five electronic detector mod-
ules for simplicity, one of ordinary skill in the art would
recognize that the PET system may have more detector mod-
ules, for example forty. Thus, FIG. 1 is merely illustrative and
does not limit the present disclosure.

Each detector module 109-113 generates detection signals
based on detection of electromagnetic radiation, such as
gamma rays. In the case of detector module 109, the detection
signals are provided to the processing circuit 104 where they
are filtered to improve their signal-to-noise ratios (SNR). The
filtering may be performed using low pass, high pass or band
pass filtering in either the analog or digital domain. The
filtering may also be performed by a single filter or by cas-
cading multiple filters. In addition to improving SNR, the
filtering may also server to remove potential aliasing in sub-
sequent digital-to-analog conversion.

After filtering, the processing circuit 104 may convert the
detection signal into a digital signal and provide the result to
the CPU 101. For example, the processing circuit 104 may
include a free running analog-to-digital converter which pro-
vides raw samples to the CPU 101, and the CPU 101 can then
integrate the samples to generate at a signal level for the
detection signal. Alternatively, the processing circuit 104 may
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include an integrator to integrate the output of the analog-to-
digital converter in order to provide the CPU 101 with a signal
level directly.

When gamma rays are emitted from a subject under test,
the gamma rays travel in opposite directions. Therefore, a
gamma ray pair will impinge upon two electronic detector
modules that are arranged across from each other at opposite
sides of the subject under test. Because times of flight may
vary, the processing circuit 104 may also include circuitry
such as a summing amplifier, a discriminator and a time of
flight detector to determine a time of flight for each gamma
ray. This information is also provided by the processing cir-
cuit 104 to the CPU 101.

Although the above description focused on processing cir-
cuit 104 for simplicity, the description is also applicable to the
other processing circuits 105-108, as can be appreciated.
Processing circuits 104-108 may be formed from discrete
components or may be implemented as an integrated circuit
(IC), such as an application specific IC (ASIC). In addition,
all processing circuits 104-108 may be implemented on a
single ASIC even though the processing circuits 104-108 are
kept separate. Alternatively, each processing circuit may be
implemented on a separate IC or ASIC. Thus, the specific
implementation of the processing circuits 104-108 is not lim-
iting upon the present disclosure.

The CPU 101 further processes the data received from the
processing circuits 104-108 to generate medical images
which may then be transferred via the interface circuit 103 to
another system for further processing or to a user interface for
display. To this end the interface circuit 103 may be a wired
interface, such as a universal serial bus (USB) interface or an
Ethernet interface, or may be a wireless interface, such as a
WiFi, Bluetooth or cellular interface. The interface circuit
104 may also allow interface the PET system to the Internet,
as well as to a keyboard, display and pointing device, such as
a mouse. The CPU 101 may also store the data in the storage
circuit 102, which may include a CD-ROM, DVD-ROM, hard
disk drive, or offsite storage in, for example, a server.

The CPU 101 itself may be formed of discrete logic com-
ponents or may be implemented on a programmable logic
device (PLD), such as a complex programmable logic device
(CPLD) or a field programmable gate array (FPGA). Alter-
natively, the CPU 101 may be a microprocessor or a system of
multiple processors including, for example, a microprocessor
and a digital signal processor. As such, the specific imple-
mentation of the CPU 101 is not limiting upon the present
disclosure.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the electronic detector modules
109-113 are connected to the CPU 101 via the processing
circuits 104-108. No backplane having addressable slots cor-
responding to each electronic detector module 109-113 is
used. In this regard, the CPU 101 and the electronic detector
modules do not communicate with each other with respect to
power sequencing. Instead, each electronic detector module
109-113 includes a power sequencing circuit with determines
when power should be supplied to its respective electronic
detector module based on the electronic detector module’s
position, as is described in detail below.

FIG. 2 is an exemplary arrangement of electronic detector
modules in a PET system according to exemplary embodi-
ments of the present disclosure. In FIG. 2, electronic detector
modules 1-36 are arranged in a ring having a predetermined
radius such that all of the electronic detector modules face a
subject under test located at a center of the ring (not shown).
Each electronic detector module 1-36 includes a power
sequencing circuit 200 to determine when to power the elec-
tronic detector module 1-36 based on its position. The power
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sequencing module 200 determines the position of its elec-
tronic detector module 1-36 relative to a vector corresponding
to the Earth’s gravity Z. The power sequencing module 200
may also determine a two-dimensional position (X, Z) or (Y,
Z) or a three-dimensional position (X, Y, Z) in order to
uniquely identify the position of its associated electronic
detector module 1-36. For example, the power sequencing
circuit may use the (X, Z), (Y, Z) or (X, Y, Z) coordinates of
the electronic detector module 1-36 directly as the unique
position thereof. Alternatively, the power sequencing circuit
200 may use the (X, Z), (Y, Z) or (X, Y, Z) coordinates to
compute a vector having a magnitude and angle relative to the
gravity vector Z as the unique position information. Since all
electronic detector modules are arranged at an equal distance
from the center of the ring, the magnitude of the position
vector may be discarded since it will be the same for all of the
electronic detector modules. The power sequencing circuit
200 may then use the angle and the sign of the magnitude
(positive or negative) to compute an angle from 0° to 360° as
the unique position information. Other methods of determin-
ing unique position information for each of the electronic
detector modules 1-36 are also possible without departing
from the scope of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an electronic detector module
according to exemplary embodiments of the present disclo-
sure. The electronic detector module includes detectors 301-
305 arranged on a light guide 306, which is arranged on a
crystal array 307. The detectors 301-305 may be photomul-
tiplier tubes that detect scintillation light from the crystal
array 307. Though, five detectors 301-305 are illustrated,
more or fewer detectors are possible without departing from
the scope of the present advancements. The detectors 301-
305 may also be of different sizes.

The crystal array 307 includes a plurality of scintillation
crystals that emit light in response to gamma ray impinge-
ment. The light guide 306 then directs the light from the
crystals to the detectors 301-305, which generate detection
signals as described above.

A power sequencing circuit 308 is also disposed on the
electronic detector module in FIG. 3. Though the power
sequencing circuit 308 is illustrated as being on top of the
detectors 301-305, other positions are possible without
departing from the scope of the present disclosure. The power
sequencing circuit is connected to the power distribution sys-
tem of the PET system in such a way as to be able to control
power to the electronic detector module. As discussed above,
the power sequencing circuit 308 detects the position of the
electronic detector module relative to an Earth gravity vector
and uses this information to determine when the electronic
detector module should be powered. Since all of the elec-
tronic detector modules 1-36 in FIG. 2 include a power
sequencing circuit 308, a subset of the electronic detector
modules 1-36 may be powered at any given time in order to
limit the amount of inrush current in the power supply of the
PET system.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a power sequencing circuit
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present disclo-
sure. The power sequencing circuit includes a control circuit
401 that is connected to an accelerometer 402 and an elec-
tronic memory 403. The control circuit is also connected to a
switch 404 which controls the flow of power from the system
power supply 406 to the electronic detector module 405.

The accelerometer 402 generates position data relative to a
vector of Earth’s gravity. If the accelerometer 402 is a two-
dimensional accelerometer, two-dimensional data is gener-
ated (X, Z) or (Y, Z). If the accelerometer 402 is a three-
dimensional accelerometer, three-dimensional data is
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generated (X, Y, 7). As can be appreciated, the accelerometer
402 may be capacitive, piezoelectric, spring mass-based,
microelectromechanical systems (MEMS) or the like.

The data from the accelerometer 402 is then processed by
the control circuit 401 to generate unique position informa-
tion for the electronic detector module 405. As discussed
above, the unique position information may be coordinates
X, 7), (Y, Z) or (X, Y, Z), may be an angle and magnitude,
may be an angle alone, etc. Also as noted above, the particular
form of the unique position information is not limiting on the
present disclosure.

The electronic memory 403 can store a look up table (LUT)
that relates the unique position information generated by the
control circuit 401 to a power state of the electronic detector
module. The LUT may relate the unique position information
to a power-on time for the electronic detector module 405. For
example, if a first electronic detector module is to be powered
at an arbitrary time T, the subsequent electronic detector
modules may be powered, based on their unique position
information, at times T+n, T+2n, T+3n . . . T+(m-1)n, where
n is a fixed unit of time (for example 100 ms) and m is the total
number of electronic detector modules. If the electronic
detector modules are arranged in a ring, such as in FIG. 2, the
ring may be powered in quadrants, such that all electronic
detector modules in one quadrant are powered at the same, or
substantially the same, time. Other sequencing schemes are
also possible without departing from the scope of the present
disclosure.

The control circuit 401 may include a timer, such as a
real-time clock, to determine when the power-on time of the
electronic detector module 405 has arrived. As can be appre-
ciated, the electronic memory 403 may be read only memory
(ROM), electronically erasable read only memory (EE-
PROM), random access memory (RAM), static random
access memory (SRAM), or flash memory. Other electronic
memories are also possible without departing from the scope
of the present disclosure.

If, based on the LUT and the unique position, the control
circuit 401 determines that the electronic detector module
405 is to be powered, the control circuit 401 causes the switch
404 to close, connecting the system power supply 406 to the
electronic detector module 405. The switch 404 can be a
mechanical switch, such as a relay, or a solid state switch,
such as a junction field effect transistor (JFET), metal oxide
semiconductor field effect transistor (MOSFET) or the like. If
the control circuit 401 determines that the electronic detector
module 405 should not be powered, the control circuit 401
places (or maintains) the switch 404 in the open position.

As can be appreciated the control circuit 401 may be imple-
mented as discrete logic gates, a PLD, CPLD or FPGA, or
may be a microcontroller IC. The control circuit 401 may also
be dedicated to the power sequencing circuit, or may be
shared with the electronic detector module 405. In one exem-
plary embodiment, a control circuit of the electronic detector
module also performs the tasks of the control circuit 401 as
described above. Thus, several implementations of the con-
trol circuit 401 are possible without departing from the scope
of the present disclosure.

Next, an algorithmic process for power sequencing of elec-
tronic detector modules according to exemplary embodi-
ments of the present disclosure is described with reference to
FIG. 5. In FIG. 5, the process begins at step 500. At step 501,
data from the accelerometer 402 is acquired by the control
circuit 401. The control circuit then computes unique position
information at step 502. As described above, the unique posi-
tion information may be two or three dimensional coordi-
nates, an angle, or the like. At step 503 the control circuit 401
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compares the unique position information computed in step
502 with the position information stored in the LUT in order
to determine the power state of the electronic detector mod-
ule. At step 504 the control circuit 401 applies power to the
electronic detector module 405 or does not apply power to the
electronic detector module 405 based on the results of the
LUT comparison. The process then ends at step 505.

As can be appreciated, a set of computer-readable instruc-
tions may be stored on computer-readable media, such as the
electronic memory 403. These instructions may then be
executed by a computer or processor, such as the control
circuit 401, to cause the computer or processor to perform the
algorithmic method described with reference to FIG. 5.

For simplicity and ease of understanding, the descriptions
herein are made with respect to a PET system. However, the
present disclosure is not limited to PET systems, but may also
be applied to other imaging systems such as baggage scan-
ners, freight scanners and the like. As such, the descriptions
withrespectto PET systems are merely illustrative rather than
limiting of the present disclosure.

Obviously, numerous modifications and variations of the
present invention are possible in light of the above teachings.
It is therefore to be understood that within the scope of the
appended claims, the invention may be practiced otherwise
than as specifically described herein.

The invention claimed is:

1. An electronic detector module, comprising:

an array of detection crystals configured to emit light in

response to electromagnetic radiation;

at least one detector configured to detect the light emitted

by the crystal array, and to generate an output based on
the light detected; and

a power sequencing circuit including

an accelerometer configured to detect a position of the
electronic detector module, and

a control circuit configured to provide power to the elec-
tronic detector module based on the position.

2. The electronic detector module according to claim 1,
wherein the accelerometer of the power sequencing circuit
detects the position of the electronic detector module relative
to a gravity vector of the Earth’s gravity.

3. The electronic detector module according to claim 2,
wherein the control circuit of the power sequencing circuit
determines unique position information for the electronic
detector module based on the position detected by the accel-
erometer.

4. The electronic detector module according to claim 3,
wherein the control circuit of the power sequencing circuit
determines the unique position information as two dimen-
sional coordinates relative to the gravity vector and another
axis normal thereto.

5. The electronic detector module according to claim 3,
wherein the control circuit of the power sequencing circuit
determines the unique position information as an angle rela-
tive to the gravity vector.

6. The electronic detector module according to claim 3,
wherein the control circuit of the power sequencing circuit
further includes an electronic memory to store a table relating
positions to power states of the electronic detector module,
and the control circuit determines whether to power the elec-
tronic detector module by comparing the unique position
information to positions stored in the table.

7. The electronic detector module according to claim 1,
wherein the power sequencing circuit further includes a
switch to connect the electronic detector module to a power
source under control of the control circuit.
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8. A medical imaging system, comprising:

a plurality of electronic detector modules configured to
detect electromagnetic radiation emitted from a subject
under test;

a plurality of power sequencing circuits, each mounted on
a respective one of the electronic detector modules, and
each including
an accelerometer configured to detect a position of the

electronic detector module, and
a control circuit configured to provide power to the elec-
tronic detector module based on the position; and

a control circuit configured to process and store outputs of
the electronic detector modules.

9. The medical imaging system according to claim 8,
wherein in each of the power sequencing circuits the accel-
erometer detects the position relative to a gravity vector of
Earth’s gravity.

10. The medical imaging system according to claim 9,
wherein in each of the power sequencing circuits, the control
circuit determines unique position information for the respec-
tive one of the electronic detector modules based on the
position detected by the accelerometer.

11. The medical imaging system according to claim 10,
wherein in each of the power sequencing circuits, the control
circuit determines the unique position information as two
dimensional coordinates relative to the gravity vector and
another axis normal thereto.

12. The medical imaging system according to claim 11,
wherein each power sequencing circuit further includes a
switch to connect the respective one of the electronic detector
modules to a power supply of the medical imaging system
under control of the control circuit.

13. The medical imaging device according to claim 12,
wherein the power sequencing circuits cause a subset of elec-
tronic detector modules to be powered in order to limit inrush
current demands on a power supply of the medical imaging
system.

14. The medical imaging system according to claim 10
wherein in each of the power sequencing circuits, the control
circuit determines the unique position information as an angle
relative to the gravity vector.

15. The medical imaging system according to claim 10,
wherein in each of the power sequencing circuits, the control
circuit further includes an electronic memory to store a table
relating positions to power states of electronic detector mod-
ules, and the control circuit determines whether to power the
respective one of the electronic detector modules by compar-
ing the unique position information to positions stored in the
table.

16. The medical imaging system according to claim 8,
wherein in each of the power sequencing circuits, the control
circuit determines whether to supply power to the respective
one of the electronic detector modules independent of the
control circuit.

17. The medical imaging system according to claim 16,
wherein the electronic detector modules are connected to the
control circuit without a backplane of addressable connection
slots.

18. The medical imaging system according to claim 8,
wherein each electronic detector module further includes:

a crystal array configured to generate light in response to

the electromagnetic radiation; and

a plurality of photomultiplier tubes configured to generate
detection signals in response to the light emitted by the
crystal array.
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19. The medical imaging system according to claim 18,
wherein the medical imaging system is a positron emission
tomography (PET) system, and the electromagnetic radiation
includes gamma rays.

20. A power sequencing method in a medical imaging
system, comprising:

determining positions of a plurality of electronic detector

modules with respect to a gravity vector of Earth’s grav-
ity, each of the plurality of electronic detector modules
including an accelerometer to determine a respective
one of the positions;

comparing the positions to positions in a table of positions;

and

limiting inrush current demands on a power supply of the

medical imaging system by powering a subset of the
plurality of electronic detectors based on the comparison
of the positions with the positions in the table of posi-
tions.
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